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A TRIBUTE

Prof. Bharat Bhushan Dhar

An exceptionally gifted person, Professor Bharat Bhushan Dhar, Former Chairman, JMC
(KECSS+KCHBS), was a proficient Engineer, Educationist, Technocrat and Administrator.
More than anything, Professor Dhar was a humanist with an extension personality which
defied laid down definitions. There were no boundaries to restrict his urge to support, mentor
and participate in building the Kashmiri community especially after the exodus from J&K.
Knowing him was to experience the largesse of his heart in bearing the brunt of others' burden.
He wasabove allasaviourforall who had known him.

Such people are rare and their passing brings the hard fact that God does not make many like
them.

TEAM JMC
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Arvind Shah
Editor in Chief
+91 9910414249

shah.arvindshah@gmail.com

EDITORIAL
HAS OUR MOTHERHOOD GONE WEAK - NOW ?

This Year - 2025, the annual Shuhul Taap extra vaganza special has a theme. The theme of the programme is
Lall Ded. Lall Ded is the Socio-Spiritual and Socio-Literary icon of Kashmir. She is a signature of Kashmir for
world recognition. Lall Vakh, the poetry of Lall Ded is multi dimensional, itis a social living discipline for the
Supreme Purpose - itis Poetry of Excellence at the global level. The imagery in Lal Vakhs is exemplary.

[ quote two idioms from a Lall Vakh; there are two imagesinit

“latanhundmazlaromewatan,
Akee hoven akchevath”
Itranslate it
“I lost the skin of my feet in roaming, road to road
One, only one had the virtue message to be told”

These two idiomatic expressions by Lall Ded were adopted and Practised by the Kashmiri Pandit
community to survive the onslaught of genocidal nature. The ability of the individual community members
to take the challenges head on with commitment, and then the will - not to give in to difficulties, come what
may. Every individual of the family showed intense commitment to contribute every bit of spirit and
substance, to win over the catastrophic situation. Thus every family of the Kashmiri Pandit became a
substantial Institution to survive, strive and look forward to achievement. I have experienced the mud and
dirt, with every shower of rain flooding the camps of displaced Kashmiri Pandits established in the tarpaulin
tents at Udampur. And The Lady: the Mother emerged the captain of the wreaking ship of the family to putall
things together, keeping the spirit high with the sole focus on the future. With four kilos of rice and a
sustenance relief of 500/= for a family, by the government, the family starved for a full belly meal, but the
mother made sure to give paramount preference to educate every daughter and son in the most telling
situation. Education of children became the sole objective of survival at the institution of every Kashmiri
Pandit Family in the devastating situation of distress.

With the basic unit of family in place, whatI call the basic Institution of the community and then the
support of the community institutions that were established prior to exodus, the road to the objective
became smoother. The socio-cultural institutions established by community prior to 1990, in different parts
of the country like Delhi - Maharashtra - Karnataka and the stalwartleadership provided by persons like
Shri] N Kaul Papaji- Shri M .K Kaw - Shri Amarnath Vaishnave - Shri Chaman Lal Gadoo and others worked
in an exemplary manner at ground level to find ways and means for the community children to get market
oriented professional qualifications in high grade institutions. This opportunity to get professional training
made the very children who, dreamed of a belly full meal in a displaced camp to become technocrats, capable
to compete in high profile job markets. the whole socio-economic stature of the community changed from
economic deprivation to economic well-being. The motherhood relationship between the institution of
family and the Institution of the community proved a boon.

[ cannotdrop to mention about the present day fashion of institutions

I quote two idioms from a Lall Vakh. There are two images in it.

“Nabadbarasathegandedyualgome,

Dheykandholgomehakaekaho”

Itranslate,

The sweetheftsatellingload, and loose goes my hold and grip.

Body and beingin deep agony, lest the possession should slip.

The family institution tends to become weak because a negative tendency has crept into the
institution of the family. The basic institution of the community: the family is averse to having a sound
human resource power at home which results in negative growth. An unsound manpower growth in the
basicinstitution of the community sets in a phenomenon to get diluted and dissolved, thus unable to hold on.
Negative human resource growth means negative socio-cultural growth.

Now, the community is in the third generation, since exodus. Has the leadership role of the mother
in the institution of family for third generation gone weak as far as gross human resource is concerned?
Similarly are some socio-cultural institutions also getting weak? When there is unsound commercial
intervention in institutions, itis certainly bound to shake the edifice of the institution.
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